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COP, CHOPPER T00 COSTLY 


IT SEEMS THAT EDMONTON HAS HIT THE 
big leagues. We are now running with the 
likes of Calgary's elite police force, which 
has its own helicopter. In case you haven't 
heard, we are about to embark on a new 
wave of policing in Edmonton as a trial run 
begins on the choppers. Calgary got its 
chopper 5 years ago and insists that it is an 
effective tool in fighting crime. 


How effective 
is it in prevent- 
ing crime, | 
wonder, and 
what about 
making person- 
al contact with 
the community? 
Calgary Police 
Chief Jack 
Beaton’s mis- 
sion statement 
mentions noth- 
ing of imper- 
sonal and 
expensive 
gadgets. 
Instead, he says 
that he is "work- 
ing with the city 
of Calgary and 
community 
partners on 
homelessness 
and other press- 
ing social issues." 

Chief Beaton goes on to say that his priority 
is “to strengthen connections and enhance 
relationships with the communities of 
Calgary." 

Wasylyshen along with the police force 
which he governs, have clearly stated that 
their priorities are to "promote public safety 
by working in partnership with communi- 
ties." In the EPS Directional Statement it 
states "Community policing remains our 
operational philosophy. We are committed 
to strengthening our relationships with the 
citizens we serve." It goes so far as to say 
that "we will develop more effective ways 
of addressing community concerns" e.g. 
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families at risk, seniors and poverty. 


How does a 2 million dollar helicopter fit 
with that directive? Strengthening relation- 
ships with citizens requires real human offi- 
cers. Effectively addressing poverty 
requires creative, sensitive, and articulate 
officers. How will a chopper help families at 
risk, or youth in crisis? Most of the crimes 
that we are inundated with day after day 


are related to social breakdown, family con- 
flict and poverty. All of these issues require 
officers on the job who are compassionate 
and trained to respond with real help. 
Bol yton, 630 CHED radio pe 

is behind this recent drive to raise funds for 
a police helicopter. He is well-known as a 
hard-line right-wing conservative, particu- 
larly with regard to criminal justice. He has 
managed to raise $150,000 toward the pur- 
chase. Crystal Glass owner, Ed Bean has 
pledged $100,000, putting the total at 
$250,000. What is the long-term wisdom of 
purchasing such a big ticket item? Two mil- 
lion dollars would go a long way toward 
hiring more recruits, better training the 
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ones we have and putting more police 
presence in schools, for example. Police 
salaries are modest, ranging from $33,000 
to $60,000 a year (depending on level of 
position). Two million dollars would cover a 
lot of those salaries. 


Then there are the maintenance costs, 
reported to be $700,000 a year. Where will 
this money come from? Will Mr. Layton and 

Mr. Bean contin- 
ue to have year- 
ly fundraisers 
for its upkeep? 
Would there 
suddenly be a 
new windfall of 
monies coming 
in from. the 
City? Or is it 
more likely that 
the department 
would have to 
make do with 
what it has and 
just stretch it a 
‘little bit fur- 
ther?’ 


Everyone, it 
seems, has 
been caught up 
in the excite- 
ment of the 
chopper-buying 
frenzy. Even 
Central Pentecostal Tabernacle with its 
famous "Singing Christmas Tree", gave all 
its Christmas concert donations to the 
police helicopter fund this year. Why would 
a church decide that it was more important 
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than to their ‘brother on earth?’ Are they, 
like most of us, reacting to the rise in crime 
with fear and band-aid solutions? Are we 
losing sight of the fact that the best way to 
fight crime is to prevent it and that takes 
real people helping others with real prob- 
lems. 


HEATHER SLADE 


T LOVE HIM LIKE THE FLOWERS OF MAY 


I 


IN THE INNER CITY ONLY THE TOUGHEST, TRUEST 
things survive. There is no room for the luxury of pre- 
tense. Love is proven, day after day, by heroism 
stripped down to the bare essentials of survival. 


Wendy and Larry have been together for thirteen 
years. She fell in love with him the first time she saw 
him. He had just been released from prison, with "his 
hair down to his waist and a great big beard." They 
have been together ever since. 


"We've slept in garbage bins, under trees...once we 
found a big cardboard box, the kind that washers and 
dryers come in. We made love in that box." 


They both laugh, and Wendy says, "Don't tell them 
that." But Larry is determined, "Why shouldn't we? We 
love each other. Besides it keeps us warm in the win- 
ter." 


Life has never been easy for the couple. Larry 
remembers, in their early years, being chased by 


oN Z\ 


Wendy’s ex-husband through the alleys of downtown 
Edmonton. 


"He’s a big man, almost twice my size. | had seven 
broken ribs and a punctured lung at the time, but there 
was no way | was going to let him catch me." 


Nine years ago, when a small cut became infected, 
Wendy’s left leg was amputated. "I was scared that 
Larry would leave me when | lost my leg, but he didn't. 
He stayed with me through everything." 


Still, Wendy struggles with her handicap. "Two 
years ago | tried to commit suicide. | tried to hang 
myself in the bathroom, but Larry found me. He said, 
‘What are you doing? You can't give up.’ But | felt so 
bad. | wanted him to have a whole woman, a woman 
he could walk hand in hand with the way we used to 
walk. | didn’t want him to have to push me around in 
this wheelchair all the time." 


Larry takes her hand. "I love you," he says, "| like 


Maybe in a bottle 


doing it. Three hundred and sixty-five days a year, any 
kind of weather, we travel miles together. | love it." 


Wendy starts to cry, "It’s not as if we don't fight, we 
do. We have our scraps, but we always make up. 
Sometimes | try to run away from him, but he always 
finds me. He follows the wheelchair tracks." 


“We've been through hell together.But he keeps me 
going. He never gives up on me. | love him like the 
flowers of May." 


NATASHA LAURENCE 


WHAT IS LOVE? 


Love is a feeling, which some as well 

As |, are still finding what it really means. 

| thought it is found in Violence only 

To find trouble, landed me in jail 

in a white T-Shirt and bleached faded double-sized blue jeans. 
Some are lucky and find it right away 


or one injection away 


Drying my tears in liquor-soaked sobs 

mine was embraced in the back of a cabbie’s car. 
Love never leaves the soul and this | know, 

As | gaze into my past maybe one chance 


will this feeling grow? 


Still unclear, | continue on my path 


With liquor, drugs and anger 


little did | realize 


WEIRD AND WONDERFUL LOVE AFFAIRS 


My most memorable and passionate encounters with men never 


involved sex but rather battle. 


A Ukrainian painter and | locked horns and sparred across acres of char- 
coal smeared paper until | learned the nature of graphite. 


A Japanese potter and | engaged in aerial combat in the air above a spin- 
ning potter’s wheel. From him | learned, if you want to play “Pull the 
mask off the old Lone Ranger", with a Japanese gentleman, you had bet- 


ter be ready to move fast. 


| carried out that person’s wrath. 


years came and went, | was beginning 


to understand to have someone there for me 


| grew used to this gentle, honest, loving hand 


With Red stripes and shoulder patches too. 


This love was free 


given to me honest & true 


No more Violence, drugs, blood and the liquor too, 
Now live in a home with a caring family 


What am | willing to lose? 


Love is my feeling, | like to receive 


It is life, to me it is Death. 


A polish designer and | fought a battle between cavalry and tanks. 


Afterward we bound up each other’s wounds and told war stories. He 


gave me my spurs. 


| will love all these men forever. 


THERESA MCBRYAN 


of two hearts; the tighter the bond more flawless is the union. 


Now | know love myself then to 


Him | give everlasting... 


My last true final 
Breath 


SHEILA HAZELWOOD 


Valentine’s Day rekindles the essence of spring. It starts the power of love, which 


Dear Editor: 


Bruce Fox's sexist comments in "Living 
Large", Our Voice, Dec. 2000 did nothing te 
elicit my compassion for his circum= 
stances. When he Said that his tea was 
“colder than a witches tit" and used the 
equally vulgar expression "rabid nuns", | 
got the impression that he has a problem 
with women. 


@ssentially taken responsibility for the well- 
‘Deing of the humaff race since the begin- 
ning of time. Yet Most men not only pre- 
fend that our domestic slavery ig not work, 
but that we're here for their use @nd abuse, 
Verbal and otherwise, rather than viewing 
us as valued human beings in our own 
right. 


Sexism is a tragic aspect of the human 
condition. And poor people cannot afford 
to alienate each other with such attitudes 
and practices, which only serve to weaken 
our power to bring about social justice in 
the world. 


I'm painfully aware that oppressed peo- 
ple can also be oppressive. And | find it sad 
that there is so much factionalism among 
the poor because it’s just what the powers 
that be want. Divide and conquer is a strat- 
egy they count on--one that poor folks can- 
not afford to risk. 


Tettere to the Editor can be mailed to: 
PHYLLIS KAHN 


VICTORIA, BC 0527-97 Street, 


Therefore I'd like all the Bruce Foxs in Edmonton, AB 


the world to consider that women have 


TSH 2H6 


Email; ourvoice@bissellcentreorg 
Pax: (780) 497-7077 
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FLOTSAM & GETSAN (bges 


They'll eat your chips!!! 


Chris and Luke, two New Jersey 
teenagers, have opened the hatch on 
“Reality — To _—_ their 
university education, the All-Americar 
pair are ital their habits, time, 
tastes, and bodies to the highest cor- 
porate bidder. ChrisandLuke.com tells 
companies: "We will wear your shoes. 
We will drink your soda and eat your 


ef? | 


rie gE WOMEN'S ISSUE 
Kae The Serio Side of Breasts 


? Wise ms 


ance by employees made 2000 an 
excellent year for Imperial, with the 
highest earnings in our 120-year histo- 


ry," Imperial chief executive Bob 
Peterson said in a release. "We will 


2ontinue to use Our strong earnings 
— sib flow to build shareholder 
value." 


In Contrast Donna Laperle's stock 
has plummeted because she is frozen. 


chips. We will eat your cereal even if 
we’re not hungry." Luke and Chris 
hope to each make $200, 000 (US). 


Edmonton's homeless would be 
wise to join the "RealAd" parade. 
Unlike Chris and Luke who must spend 
solitary time sleeping and studying, 
the homeless have what marketers will 
soon call "the outdoor advantage." 
Without the burden of wails and roofs, 
the homeless can plug the latest 
camping gear while they catch their 
Zzzs. Imagine: “We'll push your shop- 
ping cart, we'll wear your winter coats. 
We'll take your diet pills even if we're 
starving." 


Imperial Oil reports most prof- 
itable year ever. But Donna’s 
stocks are suffering. 


Imperial Oil had its best year ever in 
2000, reporting profits that almost 
tripled over 1999. The oil giant says it 
made $1.42 billion last year, or $3.40 a 
share. Revenues were $18.05 billion, 
up almost 50 per cent from 1999's 
$12.85 billion, thanks to soaring natu- 
ral gas and crude oil prices. 


"Higher international energy prices, 
strong North American refining mar- 
gins, and a solid operating perform- 
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Donna is single parent who lives in 
south Edmonton. Having had her gas 
cut off due to a 250.00 gas bill that she 
couldn't afford to pay, she still is able 
to muster up these congratulations for 
her corporate superior: "Way to go 
assholes...| hope you all burn in hell." 


Christian Charity??? 


A 31-year-old homeless man told 
North Little Rock (Arkansas) police he 
broke into Indian Hills Baptist Church 
at 6801 McCain Blvd. because he was 
cold. The church's pastor called police 
upon finding MarioYcaza sleeping 
inside the building Sunday. Ycaza told 
detectives he had crawled through a 
window he broke on the east side of 
the building. While inside, Ycaza told 
police, he stole 75 cents in coins and 
ate a candy bar. 


Ycaza was taken to the Pulaski 
County jail and charged with felony 
commercial burglary and misde- 
meanor theft of property, police said. 


glorifies the future. Also, Valentines is like a box of chocolates in order to share the goodness you have to step right up and help yourself. On 
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ANYTHING BUT A CONSERVATIVE 


l DON'T KNOW ABOUT YOU;-BUT I’M TIRED OF THEM. 
Tired of their smug, smiling, mouths that promise to lis- 


ten, while their fingers are lodged firmly in their ears. 
Tired of their callous disregard for people struggling in 
this province. Tired of being sold to their friends in big 
business while being assured that it’s for my own 
good. Tired of being bought off at the last minute by 
subsidies that do nothing to alter the big, ugly, inhu- 
mane picture they have created in Alberta. 
Unprecedented poverty. Growing numbers of home- 
less people. More and more children being taken into 
care because their parents can’t make ends meet. The 
highest staff/student ratio in the country. The highest 
tuition rates for undergrads in Canada. Skyrocketing 
utility costs. Tax cuts that protect the rich and penalize 
the middle class. A health-care system in crisis. 


| feel a gut level sense of revulsion when | think of 
another four years of Conservative rule in this province, 
and, strangely, | sense | am not alone. Stranger still is 
the sense of already accepted defeat. It’s as if we have 
chosen the dictatorship, and cannot muster the will to 
overthrow it, even though in our case it would not 
require, say, the revolutionary guns of Central America. 
No blood would be lost. Our husbands and sons would 
not disappear in the night. We would not be impris- 
oned. Still we seem paralyzed. Is it apathy? Is it fear? 
Is it the devil we know? 


We live in a democracy. We choose the government. 


Feces /) RUAN 


lf they do not listen, we do not chose 
them again. So simple. So beautiful. 
So completely possible. The only 
power they have is the power we 
give them. No backroom deal can 
save them from the will of the people 
or the power of the ballot. You've 
gotta love that. 


But you also have to take it seri- 
ously. Pay attention. Stay informed. 
Remember Bill 11. Take a look at 
your gas bill. Then picture Ralph 
Klein placing his personal belongings 
into a cardboard box and carrying it 
out of the Premier’s office, down the 
hall and out the back door of the 
Legislature, where he’s joined by other Conservatives 
with similar boxes. Look there’s Steve West. And Stan 
Woloshyn. Isn't that Lyle Ohberg? Don't you feel 
better already? | know | do. 


To make this happen (and it can happen) | propose 
this simple slogan - Anything But a Conservative. As 
the next provincial election campaign gets underway 
and election day draws near, | want to hear this chant 
rise up from the hearts to the lips of every Albertan, 
quietly at first, but gathering the strength and momen- 
tum of hope as time to vote draws near. Anything But 
a Conservative. Anything But a Conservative. ANY- 


ATCO BOSS LOVES RALPH! 


LET’S JUST SAY IT... FOR FUN! THE CONSERVATIVE 


rations who have much to gain by a friendly premier 
like Ralph Klein! 

Last month we ran a story on rising gas prices and 
how they were putting families at risk. One of the peo- 
ple we spoke to alluded many times to the fact that 
even as Alberta consumers were being gouged by gas 
prices, ATCO, the gas provider still garnered huge prof- 
its for its shareholders. Yet somehow this, as true as 
we've discovered it to be, is never the issue. 


But for fun let’s just say that Ron Southern,ATCO 
CEO,is a good friend of Ralph's. If this is the case, this 
is a real good friendship for Ron Southern. He now has 
control over one of the biggest cash cows in the histo- 
ry of Alberta. The fact of the matter is that every house- 
hold in this province needs a supply of natural gas at 
this point in time. We've seen what happens when fam- 
ilies get disconnected from service. It is not good. But 
obviously this doesn’t matter to the government. 


We've heard the lies from the government and from 
ATCO. We've heard the lies in the media, namely the 
Journal and the Sun’‘s right-wing free market mouth- 
pieces Lorne Gunther and Neil Waugh. All them have 
gone on and on with the typical corporate rhetoric that 
the free market and competition will always benefit 
consumers. It gets more obvious as each day passes 
that these lies are losing steam. We've learned very 
clearly that corporations have no interest in competi- 
tion because it compromises their power. We've 
learned that corporations want less government 
involvement in our lives because it compromises their 
control over consumers. Corporations want less gov- 
ernment purely because they want to be government. 


As the trend of amalgamation of major corporations 
plows ahead and there is less and less competition, we 
see more clearly the true intentions of big business. 
Not surprisingly, we learn that their motivation is not to 
provide good and reasonable service to customers. 


Their purpose is to take more power away from cus- 


power. This assures less competition and less threat to 
their own wealth. 

In competitive environments you always have win- 
ners and losers. These days - more so than ever before 
- the winners are rapidly emerging from the shadows 
of all the hopeful conservative theory we have been 
spoonfed during the past two decades. We are seeing 
very few winners and more and more losers. We are 
also seeing less competition 


But wait a minute! In this great capitalist society 
were we not all supposed to taste gold? Were we not 
all going to walk through the doors of riches? 


| guess not. 


When our government told us they had no business 
in the business of business, we were told the biggest 
lie of all. During the past seven years all this govern- 
ment has done is be in the business of business for the 
good of big business. ATCO is the prime example. 


Now, as regular Albertans struggle to pay their bills 
and as we watch the Alberta Advantage being written 
on cheques made out to ATCO, we know how impor- 
tant regular citizens are and who the Alberta Advantage 
was really for. 


Now our real premiers hide in urban office towers, 
not officially proclaiming their rule over our lives. | 
wonder how long it wili be until they step out and tell 
us the truth. | suspect we’ll have to wait for corporate- 
town to monopolize a little more. Maybe it'll even be 
Ron Southern himself, proclaimed the premier of 
Alberta without ever having joined a political party. And 
instead of collecting taxes, he can keep jacking up gas 
prices. 


MICHAEL WALTERS 


Bait 


Valentines people are talking walking and loving every minute, because they love and share this love for one another. Bing-bang walabee bang it’s 


oriall/e 


THING BUT A CONSERVATIVE! 


With those words ringing in our ears, and the ears of 
our neighbours and friends, we can approach the ballot 
box with a sense of dignity, purpose and pride, and 
once and for all, strike the bastards down. 


Amen. 


NATASHA LAURENCE 


Bissell Centre Coffee-House 


The Bissell Gentre Coffee-House is back. On 
Tuesday, January 23 the drop-in centre was the site 
Of @ Casual pick-up musical jam that visitors could 
listen to While having a coffee. The shiny instru- 
ments were plugged in, plucked and strummed, 
the singers took deep breaths... and blew life back 
into the once-a-month Tuesday night tradition. 


Bissell Centre musical veterans teamed up with 
taw rookies to provide entertainment for a handful 
of appreciative patrons. Earl, Roy, Mike, Bruce, 
Hannah and Ron managed to put across reason- 
ably well-done versions of mostly old chestnuts. A 
highlight of the evening was the performance by 
local singer-songwriter Doug Carlson. Dougie 
sang and played a few of his songs while the band 
dropped in behind him. All-in-all, the evening was 
pretty good considering that most of the musicians 
had never performed with one another before. 


The organizers hope to continue with the coffee- 
house on one Tuesday éach month. The next one 


is tentatively scheduled for 7 pm on February 27; 
that's Fat Tuesday by the } come on down to 
the Bissell Centre drop-in for an inner-city Mardi 


BBQING THE SACRED COM 


THE GREAT DENIAL 


Love is the-single most perilous undertaking we 
humans attempt. Luckily lust is enough to ensure the 
continuation of the species. If we had to depend on 
love we would be extinct in no time. Nothing but 
the failure of love exposes us to wounds so deep 
they can not be revealed much less healed. In no 
other business, enterprise or avocation do we risk 
so much. And still we keep right on doing it. 


Biology does not encourage love. Males 
instinctively want to impregnate as many females 
as possible. Females want to ensure that at least ' 
one male hangs around long enough to help her | 
protect and rear her children. If truth be told, most 
of us women would also like to have a spare or 
two on hand in case a cave bear gets the big guy. 
(Just as friends, guys, really.) 


Traditional social roles attempted to bridge the 
gap between male and female biological direc- 
tives. These roles demanded different standards 
of behavior for males and females. Males were 
encouraged to acquire "experience" with women before 
marriage, thus satisfying the male biological directive. 
Since this "experience" was not considered desirable 
for the future mother of their children a different stan- 
dard was required of women. This ensured that many 
low-status females would be used, abused and thrown 
away, with or without children, before high status 
young males were expected to "settle down" and fulfill 
the desires of an "inexperienced" female (of appropriate 
Status), for a full-time protector. Low-status males 
could then have the cast off women. This worked for a 
while, given the support of an economic caste system 
that allowed no or very low independent incomes for 
women. It is not working very well now. 


Now impatient and resolute young. 


their own income, biological clocks ticking away, are 
getting themselves artificially or otherwise inseminated 
and setting up housekeeping alone or with other 
women. At the same time young men are spending so 
much time getting "experience" and/or trying to accu- 
mulate enough funds or get a good enough job to be 
able to afford to raise a family, they forget to go looking 
for that future mother of their children until there are no 
"inexperienced" females left in their own age group. 


If all this is not enough, now we are living such long 
lives that the social roles that modify biological direc- 
tives to ensure reproductive success become moot half 
to two thirds of the way through our lifetimes as we 
outlive our reproductive potential. It would be really 
nice to change the rules of the love game after the bio- 
logical fate of the species is out of our hands. From 
what | have been able to see of that great social myth- 
making machine, the entertainment business, we Baby 
Boomers are not doing that. 


Cosmetic companies, plastic surgeons, gyms and 
spas are raking in big bucks, as middle-aged women 
compete with twenty to thirty-year-old women for the 


bor’s sons, for the attention of this same group of 
females. Do these men still feel that their efforts are 
required to propagate the species? Some of the bolder 
of middle-aged women will get involved with younger 
men, but for the most part younger men are not all that 
interested and there is still an aspect of the ridiculous 
and demeaning in this kind of arrangement that does 
not occur to us when we see Robert Redford kissing 
someone young enough to be his daughter. 


There are big losers in the "Great Denial". Men 
who took the chance on trading in the old wife 
and kids and did not connect with a nubile young 
thing willing to produce a new family for them, 
live out lonely, bitter lives, usually complaining 
about the ex-wife. Middle-aged women by the 
score are suddenly discovering that they were 
always gay. Talk to many of the young kids in 
youth hostels and on the street, children of dis- 
carded women, growing up in poverty and/or in 
dysfunctional relationships. Will these kids ever 
figure out how love works? Talk to worn out 
winos in doorways. For how many of them was a 
broken relationship the start of the long slide into 
hm) Oblivion? Talk to hookers on a street corner. What 
kind of love did they experience growing up? 
What kind of love do they get now? We are really 
not very good at this love thing. We pay a terrible 
price for the failure of love, individually and as a socie- 
ty. 

And still, we keep right on trying, because there is 
simply nothing in the human experience that expands 
perception, gives such joy or brings us into more 
meaningful contact with our higher self than sharing 
love with another human being. We are not very good 
at this love thing, but getting better at it is the most 
important undertaking we humans can attempt and 
worth facing whatever risks attend it. For all you lovers 
out there, old or new, the best of all good wishes. 


THERESA MCBRYAN 


attention of their (or their neighbor’s) ex-husbands. 


LENS STORY 


continued from Jan 2001 


Last month Len wrote about his decision to quit drink- 
ing. “Mike drove me to the bus. | was scared. He 
assured me that everything was going to be okay. He 
gave me smokes and a few dollars. Off | went on 
my journey, not knowing what | got myself into... 


| had to go to the bathroom a few times to 
throw up. Every time | did my head would 
bounce off the toilet seat; | had a few bruises from 
being beaten up by a toilet seat. (Never get sick 
on a bus because you're just asking for a beating). 
When | arrived in Calgary | went to CUPS down- 
town. A resource lady there listened to me and \ 
got me a ride to Detox. | didn’t want to see anoth- 
er bus for awhile. 


At Detox they put me in this place called the 
rubber room; they don't call it the rubber room for 
nothing. | must have bounced off every wall 
because | was shaking so bad. | was so sick | 
thought my stomach was going to fall out. 


| couldn't eat for three days. It just kept coming 
out; oh, the joy of drinking. | met a lot of people with 
the same addiction | had and | knew | wasn't alone. | 
met a little Spanish guy there; he was the janitor. He 
told me to hang in there, everything would be okay. 
Even people who didn’t know me told me they cared 
for me. | never felt so accepted in my life. For once | 
belonged. | had a meeting one day with the Counselor 
and | said | wanted to go to Poundmaker’s for treat- 
ment and she got me in. | now know that the Creator 


arranged it. | came to the end of my rope and stopped 
fighting, | knew | was beat. | wanted to get my life back 
and my spirit; | was lost. | hated feeling like a loser and 
failure all my life. | also didn’t want to die and be anoth- 
er dead Indian drunk. 


| had no purpose in life and no sense of direction. | 
wanted my dignity back and to earn the respect of my 
ex-wife and children. | decided this was the only 
chance | would have and | took it. Otherwise, | might as 
well go back out and keep killing myself. That's when 


the Creator helped me, because | humbled myself and 
gave him the reins to guide me home. 


When | got to Poundmaker’s, | was a scared little 
boy. These people welcomed me and they made me 
feel comfortable. | felt like running and | asked myself 
"where to?" | had to stay and check it out. 


[Len completed the treatment program at 
Poundmaker’s on December 20, 2000. He has been 
selling Our Voice and sharing his struggles, strength 
and humor with us since then.] 


| want to tell a story about a friend, a very cute and 
friendly friend. He never argues, never has a bad day, 
and never gives anyone a hard time. All he does is sit 
there and be cute. That's his only job and he’s good at 
it. | have always thought that being small and cute 
brought you luck, but not in this case. 


The third day | brought him vending with me 
he was attacked by a big dog - a very big dog. 
This dog grabbed him by his little foot and 
dragged him across the sidewalk. | went after 
the dog and grabbed him by the jaw. When | 
finally got the dog to let go, the owner told me 
he had never done that before and gave me a 
donation for my troubles. Not long after this inci- 
dent-another little dog tried to hump my pal. | 
grabbed him and asked him, "What the hell are 
you doing to my little buddy?" | just couldn't 
help it -| started laughing. | ‘ve never seen any- 
thing like it. | know he’s cute and all, but really. 


| have learned to grin and bear it since I've 
had my friend, and he has learned to bear the 
evils of dogs. | gave my friend a name, Latasha, 
after two friends who have been there for me and 
my little pal. | just hope that no other dogs attack him. | 
don't think he can handle it. | just have to bear in mind 
that we must put up with everyday mishaps and attack- 
ers. The barking isn’t so bad, it’s the attacks that send 
my pal over the edge. So if you see us, buy a paper 
and say, "hi". We would be very happy to talk. 


LEN MARTIAL 


orangatang, take you chance with your Valentine to have some romance. Wine and dine your Valentine quarter to nine, if you don’t she won't and 


DUNFORD STALLS ON SFI RATES 


"SFI RATES ARE THE SINGLE, BIGGEST CONCERN 
our department is facing. We have been lobbied stren- 
uously by agencies throughout the province. We hear 
the stories from our con- 

stituents. It is an issue that is 
definitely rising on the radar 
screen." Human Resources 
Minister Clint Dunford told 


\ 

Our Voice recently. <e 
The report "Connecting z 
the Dots - Child Welfare | 2 
Caseload Growth in|— 


Alberta", commissioned by 
the Minister of Children’s 
Services, pinpointed pover- 
ty and reduced SFI rates as 
one of the major causes for 
the 60% increase in the 
number of children being [= 
taken into care over the past 
seven years. 


Still Dunford is cautious. } 
"For me, as Minister, | have § 
to look at all the other 
aspects. SFI is a temporary 
program, meant to bridge 
people into something new. 
What you don’t want to do 
is set up barriers to the 
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ON WHYTE AVE DURING THE DAY THE BISTROS 
prosper, lovers and friends dine at trendy health food 
places, and people shop, shop, shop. But there is 
another group of people who frequent Whyte Avenue, 
drawn to the crowds for a different rea- 
son. They are young, poor and hungry. 
Chris is in the latter group. Seventeen 
years old, he pans in front of one of the 
myriads of flashy watering holes. 
Behind him sit well dressed, good lJook- 
ing young men and women, sipping 
expensive drinks and nibbling snacks. 


"| have trouble getting money 
because some people don't think | look } 
needy enough, " he said. “That's 
because | try to look as clean and neat 
as | can. | go to the temporary work 
center to try to get work during the day 
and in the early evening, | try to pan. It’s 
hard to get work at the temporary center 
because you have to be 18. | lie about 
my age if | can get away with it. And it’s 
hard to get work because | don't have a 
lot of work experience. And when | pan 
at night - people are often excessively 
rude - some will yell, ‘get a job!’ They 
don't realize it's degrading — | feel like it 
is anyway. " 

Chris left home when he was 16. He 
sleeps at friends whenever he can - “couch surfing". Or 
he sleeps outside beside churches, because someone 
told him he could claim sanctuary if he was on church 
property; the police could not arrest or fine him. 


Photo: Rodney Gr 


"Often the cops will give us a ticket for sitting on the 
sidewalk. It's a bogus charge: "blocking access to the 
sidewalk" or something like that they call it. Once when 


you will lose your Valentine to a clementine. Hearts, hearts where is thoust my Valentine, | beseech you to be aware of thy heart that cannot be 


need help and that is in process and being discussed." 


Arlene Chapman, Executive Director of the 


Edmonton Social Planning Council can’t see why the 


process has to be so long 
and drawn out. 


"Report after report has 
confirmed that the rates are 
too low. Why can't this go 
straight to the Treasury?" 


She has other questions 
as well, "What kind of raise 
are they talking about? Two 
percent? Five percent? The 
rates were cut 11% in 1993. 
Are they going to raise them 
y to where they were nine 
we) years ago? Will inflation be 
em taken into account? This 
government has to be 
accountable for its actions. If 
you want a healthy econo- 
my, you need a healthy, edu- 
cated population." 


Minister Dunford laughs 
at the idea of rushing into 
anything. "l! would not 
-} announce anything until the 
“a Business Plan is prepared. 
We are lookinn at omar. 


| was sitting on the sidewalk the cops came and hand- 
cuffed me and said they were going to charge me with 
“obstruction of justice", which is what | call the “all pur- 
pose charge". If they can’t charge you with anything, 


they pull that one out. The cops think if you’re 
between 13 — 25, and you're on the street you must be 
a criminal. | don’t have a criminal record. They always 
think | give them a false name because they can't find 
me on their computer so they use the "obstruction of 
justice " threat. 


"One night during the Fringe Festival | was panning 
on Whyte and two cops came along and said, "We're 


YARD WORK 
SPRING CLEANING 
ODD JOBS 


No placement, adminstration, or broker fees. 
Workers are availble to work 24 hrs a day. 
7 days a week 


(Appointments made within work hrs.) 


AVERAGE HOURLY RATE - $7.00 


Bissell Centre's 
Casual Labour Office 
424-4385 


Office Hours: Mon-Thur 7am-2pm 
Frid 7am-noon 
No fee job placement service 


CALL 424-4385 


Operated on a non-profit basis 


tired of seeing you around here" —- they were scary, | 
mean, these guys were big - | wasn’t sure what they 
were going to do... They said, ‘We're going to put you 
on our "Head Start Program.” The next time we see you 


panning here we’re going to drive you to the city limits 

iy - ‘ 
After that | felt scared each time | went down to Whyte 
Avenue, but | still go because that is where | can at 
least try and survive — make enough for some food at 
least. | watch for the cops all the time — if | see one | 


take off immediately" 


| asked Chris what he thought 
could help kids on the street. 


"Making people aware that we're 
not on the street for a buck, we’re 
on the street to get a bite to eat," 
he said. "There should be more 
resources — like soup kitchens. It’s 
hard to find the information on 
where to look for help. If people 
are forced to stop panhandling 
the only emergency resource some 
people have will be taken away 
and they may turn to things that 
are more desperate. I've stolen 
i food once and | was caught. It 
} turned out all right though — the 
business owner was kind and gave 
| me a roasted chicken to eat instead 
of calling the cops. Not all busi- 
ness people are all bad | guess." 


Chris wants to finish high school 
and to get a steady job. 


"| don’t want to be a high school 

drop out. Finishing school is not 

an option for me - it’s ‘a must’. It 

will be tough holding down a job and going to school 
as well." 


" There is a store front school program opening on 
WHYTE Ave soon," he said," It may be a good place to 
check out..." 


RODNEY GRAHAM 
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BBQING THE SACRED COW 


THE GREAT DENIAL 


Love is the stngle most perilous undertaking we 
humans attempt. Luckily lust is enough to ensure the 
continuation of the species. If we had to depend on 
love we would be extinct in no time. Nothing but 
the failure of love exposes us to wounds so deep 
they can not be revealed much less healed. In no 
other business, enterprise or avocation do we risk 
so much. And still we keep right on doing it. 


Biology does not encourage love. Males § 
instinctively want to impregnate as many females ff 
as possible. Females want to ensure that at least 
one male hangs around long enough to help her 
protect and rear her children. If truth be told, most 
of us women would also like to have a spare or 
two on hand in case a cave bear gets the big guy. 
(Just as friends, guys, really.) 


Traditional social roles attempted to bridge the 
gap between male and female biological direc- 
tives. These roles demanded different standards 
of behavior for males and females. Males were 
encouraged to acquire "experience" with women before 
marriage, thus satisfying the male biological directive. 
Since this "experience" was not considered desirable 
for the future mother of their children a different stan- 
dard was required of women. This ensured that many 
low-status females would be used, abused and thrown 
away, with or without children, before high status 
young males were expected to "settle down" and fulfill 
the desires of an inexperienced" female (of appropriate 


atatue\) far a full-time nratartar | Aw: atatey 


direct democracy and grass-roots participa- 
tion. Right is not wrong simply because it is 
Right. 


Speaking to Christie, | was surprised by 
how Right and Left he is. Racist thuggery 
aside, Doug Christie poses very interesting 
philosophical and political questions 
Philosophically, what does it mean that the 
famed legal defender of holocaust deniers Jim 
Keegstra and Ernst Zundel sounds more pro- 
gressively radical than Alexa McDonnough? 
Politically, what potential is there for contin- 
gent alliances with elements of the Right and | 
extreme Right on issues like the decriminaliza- 
tion of marijuana and community control over 
resources? | would find Mr. Christie a strange } 
bedfellow, but he says its ok — we just should- 


n't get married. 


Where are you in your struggle for a separate Western 
Canada? Is it a hopeful time for your cause? 


| am-twenty years into this struggle, and more con- 
vinced than ever. Canada is a corrupting institution 
damaging to people's Freedom, Creativity and 
Prosperity. Canada is dragging Western Canadians 
down, making it vital to persevere...The last Federal 
election proved how the West is inconsequential politi- 
cally. Stockwell Day was an undoubtedly vital and 
exciting candidate, but Ontario has no interest in 
change, and with 103 out of 301 seats in the House of 
Commons, they needn't worry...One factor that has 
recently changed in our favour is the legal status of 
separation. Chretien’s Clarity Act meant to stymie 
Quebec separatists has actually resulted in a clear legal 
mandate for any independence movement to achieve 
its goal. All that is required is a clear referendum ques- 
tion and a clear majority. The legal obstacle has van- 
ished. 


I'd like to read you parts of your platform on the envi- 
ronment: "The reforestation and preservation of forest 
is an urgent priority. Large foreign corporate owner- 
ship should be broken up and returned to the citizens 


their own income, biological clocks ticking away, are 


getting themselves artificially or otherwise inseminated 


and setting up housekeeping alone or with other 


women. At the same time young men are spending so 


much time getting "experience" and/or trying to accu- 


mulate enough funds or get a good enough job to be 
able to afford to raise a family, they forget to go looking 
for that future mother of their children until there are no 
‘inexperienced" females left in their own age group. 


If all this is not enough, now we are living such long 
lives that the social roles that modify biological direc- 
tives to ensure reproductive success become moot half 
to two thirds of the way through our lifetimes as we 
outlive our reproductive potential. It would be really 
nice to change the rules of the love game after the bio- 
logical fate of the species is out of our hands. From 
what | have been able to see of that great social myth- 
making machine, the entertainment business, we Baby 


° 26g not do 


F? 


Again you sound like a new leftist environmentalist, do 
you have any contacts with these constituencies, have 
you ever worked with them? 


No, but | usually see them outside protesting whenever 
we hold our meetings...(chuckles) 


A large part of the separatist and decentralist project is 
diminishing the state’s power over its citizens, and 
returning individual freedom to individuals. Would 
recreational and medicinal users of illicit substances 
like marijuana be free to use their drug of choice with- 
out legal reprimand in a separate Western Canada? 


| can’t answer this question for the movement, but | 
personally think it is not up to me to say what people 
can or cannot do to their bodies. | would encourage 
people not to use drugs, but it is not up to me to 
decide. | take a libertarian stance on this issue. There is 
incredible encroachment on individual freedom when 
you decide the state has the authority to decide on 
health matters. Health Canada’s present attempts to 
legislate over health foods and supplements is blatantly 
paternalistic; its Expensive, Bureaucratic, and 
Oppressive!!! 


bor’s sons, for the attention of this same group of 
females. Do these men still feel that their efforts are 
required to propagate the species? Some of the bolder 
of middle-aged women will get involved with younger 
men, but for the most part younger men are not all that 
interested and there is still an aspect of the ridiculous 
and demeaning in this kind of arrangement that does 
not occur to us when we see Robert Redford kissing 
someone young enough to be his daughter. 


There are big losers in the "Great Denial". Men 
who took the chance on trading in the old wife 
and kids and did not connect with a nubile young 
thing willing to produce a new family for them, 
live out lonely, bitter lives, usually complaining 
about the ex-wife. Middle-aged women by the 
score are suddenly discovering that they were 
always gay. Talk to many of the young kids in 
youth hostels and on the street, children of dis- 
carded women, growing up in poverty and/or in 
dysfunctional relationships. Will these kids ever 
figure out how love works? Talk to worn out 
winos in doorways. For how many of them was a 
broken relationship the start of the long slide into 
oblivion? Talk to hookers on a street corner. What 
kind of love did they experience growing up? 
What kind of love do they get now? We are really 
not very good at this love thing. We pay a terrible 
price for the failure of love, individually and as a socie- 
ty. 

And still, we keep right on trying, because there is 
simply nothing in the human experience that expands 
perception, gives such joy or brings us into more 
meaningful contact with our higher self than sharing 
love with another human being. We are not very good 
at this love thing, but getting better at it is the most 


important undertaking we humans can attempt and 
ture, fanguage, 1anda, and Aves. 


Secondly, we Western Canadians do 
not want this to happen to us through 
unrestricted immigration. Thirdly, for 
the well-being of an independent 
Western Canada, the European colonial 


project must reach its telos by convin 
3 ing the large First Nation population in 
Western Canada to finally and fully 
relinquish their languages and ways of 
life. For the health of Western Canada 
we must do to First Nations what we 
do not want done to us. Does this not 
seem bizarre to you? What about the 
moral imperative: ‘Do unto others as 


you would have done onto yourself?’ 


There will always be a dominant cul- 
ture; what its going to be is the ques- 


tion. Objectively we can identify certain common fea- 
tures about a Western Canadian culture: 


1) Language 
2) Respect for Freedom, Lives, and Property 
3) Law 


This dominant culture is valuable to me. Not to deni- 
grate other cultures, but this is my culture, and | want it 
to survive. Western Canadians cannot tell you exactly 
what their culture is, but they know there is something 
there to preserve...We are not all going to go back to 
living in tribes, but we could cease to speak English 
here, or cease practicing Christian culture and disap- 
pear as a people as the natives have...If you do not 
mark and protect your territory in a serious way, you 
will disappear...Had | been a native around at the point 
of contact with Europeans, | would have vigilantly 
defended my territory. But they didn’t, and it would be 
foolish to let history be repeated at my expense. | will 
not go without a fight...Pushing for a separate Western 
Canada is not only an economic argument, this is an 
argument for whether we will survive or not as a peo- 
ple. It is up to every one of us to decide. 


JAMES ROWE 


apart but without a part of your heart; | do not exist cause | fade away into the mist. By eGo T.4. 


DUNFORD STALLS ON SFI RATES 


"SFI RATES ARE THE SINGLE, BIGGEST CONCERN 
our department is facing. We have been lobbied stren- 
uously by agencies throughout the province. We hear 
the stories from our con- 

stituents. It is an issue that is 
definitely rising on the radar 
screen." Human Resources 
Minister Clint Dunford told 
Our Voice recently. 


The report “Connecting 
the Dots - Child Welfare 
Caseload Growth in 
Alberta", commissioned by 
the Minister of Children’s 
Services, pinpointed pover- 
ty and reduced SFI rates as 
one of the major causes for 
the 60% increase in the 
number of children being 
taken into care over the past 
seven years. 


Still Dunford is cautious. ij 
“For me, as Minister, | have 
to look at all the other 
aspects. SFI is a temporary 
program, meant to bridge 
people into something new. 
What you don’t want to do 
is set up barriers to the 
movement through that 
process." 


Asked whether abject 
poverty itself may not be a 
barrier to moving through 
the oe the eset 


need for anyone to live | in — - 
poverty in Alberta. There are families out there who 


BOARD MEMBERS WANTED 


Progressive, forward thinking non- 
profit agency seeks to enhance the 
membership of its board of direc- 
tors. 


Planned Parenthood Edmonton is 
a non-profit agency which provides 
services in the area of sexual health 
to men and women. If you sub- 
scribe to the beliefs and philoso- 
phies of the agency and feel your 
skills would be a benefit to the 
organization please forward your 
resume attention Larry Brockman, 
Planned Parenthood Edmonton, 
#50 9920 106 Street, Edmonton 
Alberta, T5K 1C5 or call 423-3737 
for more information. 


need help and that is in process and being discussed." 


Edmonton Social Planning Council can’t see why the 
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Arlene Chapman, Executive Director of the 


process has to be so long 
and drawn out. 


"Report after report has 
confirmed that the rates are 
too low. Why can't this go 
straight to the Treasury?" 


No placement, adminstration, or broker fees. 
Workers are availble to work 24 hrs a day. 
7 days a week 


: Appoint ithi : 
She has other questions (Appointments made within work hrs.) 


as well, "What kind of raise 
are they talking about? Two 
percent? Five percent? The 
é | rates were cut 11% in 1993. 
ei Are they going to raise them 
) to where they were nine 
wel Years ago? Will inflation be 
0m taken into account? This 
government has to be 
accountable for its actions. If 
you want a healthy econo- 
my, you need a healthy, edu- 
cated population." 


AVERAGE HOURLY RATE - $7.00 


Bissell Centre's 
Casual Labour Office 
424-4385 


Office Hours: Mon-Thur 7am-2pm 
Frid 7am-noon 
No fee job placement service 


CALL 424-4385 


Minister Dunford laughs 
at the idea of rushing into 
anything. "! would not 
announce anything until the 
# Business Plan is prepared. 
] We are looking at emer- 
gency measures to get us 
f through until April 1st, when 
the next logical change to 
SFI rates would occur." 
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OV STAFF 


Want an exciting & rewarding 
career helping people with disabilities? 


8818-118 Avenue 
9-9 Monday-Friday 
9-6 Saturday 
12-5 Sunday 


o" 


Support Worker. 


The CSW Program | is a 
17-week certificate program 


Can | find employment after | graduate? 
Expect it. The CSW Program includes work placements to 
help you find employment as soon as you graduate. There 
is a high demand for trained CSW's throughout Alberta and 
the need continues to grow. 


We've got the best quality at the best prices. NO G.S.T.! 
We are 100% non-profit and locally owned 


Southside Store 9232 34 Ave 


How do | register? 
Any person who has completed high school, the GED, or a 
mature student who has completed at least Grade 10 is 
eligible to enroll in The Excel Academy. 


For the February and April intake registration package, 
please contact the Registrar at (780) 455-2601 ext 242 
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INNER CITY 


The Excel Academy 
2nd Floor, 10814 - 106 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB., T5H 4E1 


Rev. Faith Brace 


Office located at: 

10628 - 96 Street 

Telephone (780) 424-7652 
Fax (780) 431-1578 

email: forace@telusplanet.net 


Mailing Address: 
Box 674, Main Post Office 
Edmonton, AB T5J 2K8 


The Excel Academy 


GEORGE HARRIS: DAVID TO REVENUE CANADA’S GOLIATH 


WINNIPEG SOCIAL ACTIVIST GEORGE HARRIS IS 55 
and has spent the past six years in a David and Goliath 
fight with Revenue Canada and the federal govern- 
ment. So far seven court rulings have been in his 
favour and the government looks set to be forced into 
a very important tax trial this coming September. 


The story began in 1991 when a wealthy family, 
believed to be the Bronfmans, sought an advance rul- 
ing from Revenue Canada that no capital gains tax 
would be payable once they transferred a $2 billion 
family trust to the United States. Originally bureaucrats 
turned them down. Under tax laws somewhere 
between $600 million and $750 million would likely be 
owed on the transfer. 


But at some point someone higher up the chain of 
command intervened and overruled the lower decision, 
so that $2 billion fled south with no tax paid on it. 


In his 1996 report the federal Auditor-General drew 
attention to this secret and highly unusual capital trans- 
fer. No minutes had been kept of four meetings involv- 
ing senior officials in the Department of Finance and 
Revenue Canada, yet the decision to exempt the 
money from tax was approved with no rationale given. 


George Harris, a fighter on social justice issues, 
wrote to the government demanding an explanation of 
why there was one income tax rule for the poor and 
another for the rich. He got no reply, so in October 
1996 launched a class action suit on behalf of all tax- 
payers, demanding that the government explain or 
defend its highly suspicious ruling. 


Since then federal lawyers have tried at every turn 
to thwart his legal efforts. At first they argued he had 
no connection with the case and tax matters were 
between an individual and the government alone. 
Breach of confidentiality was cited. 


In December of 1998 Federal Court Justice Frank 


Muldoon ruled in favour of Harris and said the case 
could be heard in Federal Court. Harris, who has been 
using lawyers at the Public Service Law Centre and pri- 
vate donations, was also awarded costs. 


SUPPORT 
OUR VOLE 


Providing poor mensand women with a 
chance to take control of their lives is the pur- 
pose of Our Voice. For six years now we have 
given opportunities to more than 1500 people 
in Edmonton who have found themselves liv- 
ing.in poverty. 

Our Voice, is a project of Bissell Centre, and 
Was founded in 1994 to empower people who 
were homeless or at risk of-becoming so, as 
they work toward gainful employment and 
self-sufficiency. With more than a six-year his- 
tory, the Our Voice organization has gained 
notoriety for honest news reporting and our 
unique approach to addressing poverty. 


Using taxpayers’, money again, Revenue Canada 
appealed this decision and last June three Appeal 
Court judges again said Harris was right and the case 
could proceed in the public interest. As Judge Sexton 
wrote: “Mr. Harris is a taxpayer. He is a member of an 
organization that seeks to ensure the fair administration 
of the tax system. Accordingly, | conclude Mr. Harris 
has a genuine interest in the issues he raises.” 


The ruling broke legal ground and is the first time 
the courts have given a Canadian citizen the right to 
challenge the tax treatment of another Canadian. But 
federal lawyers still tried to block a trial and appealed 
to the Supreme Court for a stay of proceedings. It 
failed. 


Federal lawyers have also argued they cannot 
release confidential tax information but last December 
Madam Justice Elizabeth Heneghan ruled “that the 
case clearly deals with allegations concerning the prop- 
er administration and enforcement of the Income Tax 
Act and therefore all relevant documents and informa- 
tion must be disclosed so that the plaintiff can have 
meaningful discovery.” 


Even this ruling is being appealed and the case will 
be heard in March. The documents Revenue Canada 
has provided to date have much of the information 
blanked out. Another problem is the statute of limita- 
tions. A trial of the case must be concluded before the 
end of this year otherwise the ten-year limitation on a 
tax reassessment will expire and there is no way the 
taxpayer can retrieve any taxes owed on the $2 billion. 


Michael Connor, lawyer for Mr. Harris, told Our Voice 
he is hopeful a full trial lasting three weeks will begin 
around Sept. 10, despite the many federal delaying tac- 
tics. 


Working on donations and a shoestring budget, 


Harris has so far spent over $15,000 on litigation, but 


the cost of federal lawyers trying to stop him is well 
into the hundreds of thousands. 


Says lawyer Connor: “Our best hope from the case 
is to get a court declaration that the 1991 tax ruling 
exempting this family trust was illegal and that it violat- 


Some of Our Voice accomplishments are: 


@ Created income for over 2000 people in 
poverty and at risk of homelessness in 
Western Canada. 


@ Continues to be the most honest source of 
news in Alberta. 


@ Established as the leader in the fight for 
social and economic justice in Alberta. 


@ Continues to change the general attitude 
about the poor and the homeless. 


YES | WOULD LIKE TO 
CONTRIBUTE TO OUR VOICE! 


Our Voice has come a long way but needs 
more to be done and we cannot do it without 
you. Your tax-deductible financial ED. 
will allow us to continue our commitr 
helping the homeless/and the uner 
transition’into gainful employment. 


Won't you please take a minute and : ate in 
your contribution today? You're givit 


ed the Income Tax Act and amounted to undue influ- 
ence and preferential treatment of one taxpayer.” 


Connor says a case management judge has now 
been appointed to ensure the legal process isn't further 
stalled or derailed and to ensure a trial takes place by 
September. The government is trying to prevent full 
disclosure of the details of who was involved in the 
original decision, but Connor needs full disclosure to 
prepare his case. The current ruling is that only Harris’ 
lawyer will have access to that information. 


George Harris told Our Voice he has no interest in 
knowing which taxpayer was involved, but he does 
want equal treatment of all taxpayers before the law: 
“The Canadian public has a right to know why normal 
laws were ignored in this case,” he says. “Government 
lawyers don’t want to reveal who was involved in this 
decision and why it was made, but | believe taxpayers 
have a right to know if someone got special treatment 
and why.” 

Harris had no idea he would be involved in a five- 
year fight when he first complained about the tax rul- 
ing, but he intends to see it to its conclusion and he has 
many supporters. 


he adds. 


Like David in the biblical story, Harris has fought the 
legal might of a federal Goliath and he may yet slay the 
giant. 


“All | want is fairness to all taxpayers,” 


PETER CARLYLE-GORDGE 


Peter Carlyle-Gordge is a former Manitoba correspon- 
dent for Macleans and a former producer with CBC 
Information Radio. 


supportive spirit will not go unrecognized. 


Please send a check to Our Voice 10527-96 
Street Edmonton AB. T5H 2H6 


Enclosed is a tax-deductible donation for 
$100:00 $75.00. $50.0_—s Other __ 


Name: 

Address: 
Organization (if any): 
Phone: 


Your money will go toward: 


Lt Helin with the printing costs of Our 


a Computer and wating vaning = our ven- 
1 Continued sup pee and empowerment serv. 
ices for vendors. 


ARLENE CHAPMAN: A WOMAN OF VISTON 


OUR VOICE RECENTLY INTERVIEWED 
Arlene Chapman, the new Executive 
Director of the Edmonton Social 
Planning Council. Chapman was the 
provincial coordinator for the Alberta 
Council of Woman’s Shelters for seven 
years but has made her career work- 
ing for the people. Only four days into 
her new position, Chapman talked 
about what she hopes to achieve. 


AC: I've just started focusing on a plan of action but 
something that | have to do is get new office equip- 
ment. | walked into the office and was horrified 
(laughs). It’s pretty antique stuff; | can’t even open 
attachments. So the first order of business is to put 
out some feelers to see if | can upgrade the technology. 


Other than that, one of the big focuses for this year 
is the new Poverty Law Clinic. We are working on the 
details now and | cannot tell you much but it will be 
quite exciting. Brian Bechtal (the previous Executive 
Director of ESPC) was gone a month before | got here, 
but it was the same when | started at ACWS so I'm kind 
of use to pulling out everything by scratch and starting 
fresh. One joint project that we are doing; ACWS, the 
Edmonton Social Planning Council and the Edmonton 
Food Bank are looking at a big campaign to have SFI 
(support for independents, public welfare) rates raised 
throughout the province. 


The new Children’s Ministry is focused on having 
healthy children. Children who live in abject poverty 
are not healthy, their chances of high risk behavior 
_inerease 10 fold and yet the government is steering 
clear of the poverty issue. And really poverty is the root 


dct Lane 


ON APRIL 20 - 22, 2001, TRADE MINISTERS FROM 34 
countries in North, Central, South America and the 
Caribbean are meeting privately in Quebec City to 
negotiate our future. Called the Summit of the 
Americas, this meeting of the FTAA will begin develop- 
ing the text of an agreement that is to be completed 
and implemented by 2005. 


The Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) is the 
formal name given to the expansion of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). It’s NAFTA 
with more countries. These negotiations center around 
increased privatization and deregulation to empower 
corporations to have higher profits and constrain gov- 
ernments from setting labour laws and environmental 
standards. 


NAFTA has been disastrous to Canadians and an 
expansion of NAFTA would be even more devastating. 
Since the signing of NAFTA thousands of jobs have 
been lost as many companies decide it is better for 


of most evil in this province. The messages in books 
like Mel Hurtig’s “Pay the Rent or Feed the Kids” or 
“Watering down the Milk,” always remains the same: if 
we want to have a healthy economy, we have to have a 
healthy, educated population. Children who are grow 
ing up in poverty do not have the same economic suc- 
cess as children who grow up in the middle and upper- 
classes. The research on that has been in for two 
decades; you can't deny it 


OV: With the increase in homeless, food bank usage and 
now utility costs, what can the ESPC do regarding that? 


AC: If you look at why it’s happening, it goes back to 
Klein’s deregulation. And if you look at the history of 
deregulation... | was marching on the steps of the leg- 
islature through that whole thing and that was years 
ago. Because the evidence again was already on the 
books, they knew what happened with deregulation in 
the United States (and in Britain), there was no ques- 
tion that if they went ahead with it in Alberta we were 
going to go in the same direction. And they went 
ahead and did it. What's happening to the whole idea 
of democracy? What happened to a government by 
the people and for the people? That has been lost 
under the Ralph Klein Regime. You know people are 
suffering terribly. 


The ESPC did a public opinion pole about raising SFI 
rates and about people living in poverty — Do you, as 
an average Albertan, want to see taxes cut or more 
money put into children’s services, addressing poverty 
issues, affordable housing? The overwhelming majori- 
ty wanted to reinvest in social programs. So if you 


business to relocate to Mexico -- taking advantage of 
the lack of labor and environmental standards. The 
workers left in Canada usually find jobs that make them 
about 77% less money with less security than they 
originally thought that they had. The move was good 
for big business, not good for Canada and Canadians. 


The FTAA contains a commitment to “liberalize" 
services. Services include anything that is not a tangi- 
ble good, such as education, healthcare, energy and 
access to water. "Liberalize" really means privatize and 
deregulate. Remember Bill 11? How about the 
California and Alberta utility deregulation? Making 
money off our sick, our children and what is left of our 
natural resources is not human. 


Free Trade in Canada has played a large part in our 
environmental problems. For example, we don't con- 
trol how much of our nickel is mined and sold over- 
seas. The international standards we follow are often 
developed outside Canada. Government officials use 


have the majority of people of Alberta wanting to rein- 
vest in social programs we still have a premier who is 
not willing to head in that direction. And that’s why | 
say it hasn't been about a government by the people 
for the people for several years and everyone loses in 
that situation. How many countries continue to lose 
lives over the fight for democracy?- Although we have 
it we are not operating as a democratic society. The 
overwhelming majority of Albertans did not want two 
tier health care and he pushed it through like a bulldoz- 
er. 


OV: Didn't Klein change the electoral boundaries to his 
advantage? 


AC: Yes, nobody can say that he is not an incredibly 
astute politician because he is, no doubt. I’m hoping 
now with the soaring fuel costs and power costs peo- 
ple are going to go — ‘hey wait a minute, we don’t want 
this, we didn’t ask for this.’ Maybe it’s time that (they) 
start listening to their electorate. 


OV: /nstead of pork barrelling us and giving us these 
rebates. It’s like putting a Band-Aid on a cancer? 


AC: Yeah (laughs). | have a lot of work cut out for me 
and I'm really interested to get at it. It's an opportunity 
that I've looked forward to for a long time. I've always 
thought the ESPC is an amazing organization and I’m 
really excited about being there — really excited. 


OV STAFF 


POWER FOR THE RICH AND PROFITS BEFORE PEOPLE 


Free Trade as an excuse to refuse to improve environ- 
mental laws and cave to anti-green lobbying. Our col- 
lapsed Atlantic Fishery is one example of the devasta- 
tion we already feel from free trade agreements. 


The scariest thing about the FTAA is the way that it 
is being pursued in secret. To justify this secrecy the 
meetings are being described as simple tariff agree- 
ments, when in fact they are comprehensive, interna- 
tional and often legally binding agreements. Because of 
this secrecy no text has been released and | am forced 
to write in general statements. The main thing to 
remember is that Free Trade, NAFTA and the FTAA all 
speak about basically the same thing: Power for the 
Rich and Profits before People. For information on get- 
ting involved contact: People's Action Network, c/o 
Karena Munroe @ mischief.telusplanet.net or visit 
www.web.net/comfront 


KARENA MUNROE 
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LOVE - A BEGINNING, MIDDLE AND END 


is the looks we gave each other 


chen ie eae 


the verification of our feelings 
the enthusiasm we have for our togethemess 


the lust for one another 

is our plans for the future 

the ventures we embarked upon 

the energy expended to form our union 


the living together in bliss 
is the order in our lives 
the velvet path were traveling. 
“the ways we entertained each other. 
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‘ig 
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Middle — 


if 


for the lingering doubts in our minds. 


the valley widening between us. 

is the energy draining out four togethemess 
oo 

is the last hope slomy fading away. 

is the outrage of our relationship. 

is the vanquished feelings. 

for electing ot to stay together... 
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ifonly we could be positive about our true feelings. 


atte ae 


isthe fhargi 


is for out-oFtouch with reality. & 
is for the vicious nature of ouf 
is for the egos we both ha 


POEM BY CEC GARFIN 
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A YALENTINE FROM THE REAL WORLD 


WHY DO THE RICH AND POWERFUL - YOU AND I, IN 
short —- fear so much the Lazaruses in our midst? Is it 
not because we are frightened of having to share our 
wealth, frightened of losing something? itis easy to 
give a few coins to a beggar; it is more difficult to give 
what is necessary to maintain 

our own standard of living. 
We feel so inadequate in the 
face of poverty. What can we 
do to change so many seem- 
ingly impossible situations? 
When | rushed away from that 
woman in Paris who had just 
come out of a psychiatric hos- 
pital, it was because | did not 
really know what to do, what 
was appropriate; | had this § 
fear of being sucked into the 
vortex of poverty. To be open 
is an enormously risky enter- 
prise; you risk status, power, 
money, even friendship, the 
recognition and sense of 
belonging that we so prize; & 
you risk the chaos of loneli- -a@ 
ness. 


For a number of years, a 
married couple, friends of 
mine, were close with a num- 
ber of other couples. The 
group was concerned with 
the increasing gap between 
the rich and the poor in their 
city and they wanted to do 
something about it. My 
friends became impatient with 
all the discussion and decided 
to do something alone. They 
left the group and went to live in 
a poor area of the city. The others in the group saw 
them as “traitors" to the group and shunned them. To 
me this is a reminder that when we get committed to 
those who are excluded or marginalized, we run the 


Gp Eunice) 


risk of being criticized by our family and friends. To 
leave the culture of friends and family is like going into 


another world, 
a ~ Scat Syl mn RR SR ea a em SS Ell er RS ER AINE ie | 
We need a certain amount of security in order to live 


peacefully. This sense of security comes from the way 


we live our lives; it comes from the presence and rein- 
forcement of family and friends; it comes from our 
place of work and through daily routines. In this con- 
text, the unexpected can provoke a crisis. To lose the 


"known" and to move on to the "unknown" can mean a 
terrible loss for us. To live such a loss one needs a 
_ great deal ofi inner r strength. 
To ane eed” to a beggar who knocks on the door 
can be quite an easy thing to do. But it he keeps com- 
ing back — with his friends - 
then what do we do? We can 
become totally lost and inse- 
cure. We are at sea with no 
horizons,.inmeunknown territory 
without a map. We are fright- 
ened that the beggar is calling 
on us to change our lifestyle. 
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We are all frightened of the 
ugly and the dirty. We all 
want to turn away from any- 
thing that reveals the failure, 
pain, sickness and death 
beneath the brightly painted 
surface of our ordered lives. 
Civilization is, at least in part, 
about pretending that things 
are better than they are. We 
all want to be in a happy 
place, where everyone is nice 
and good and can fend for 
=) themselves. We shun our 
own weakness and the weak- 
ness in others. We refuse to 
listen to the cry of the needy. 
How easy it is to fall into the 
illusion of a beautiful world 
when we have lost trust in our 
capacity to make of our bro- 
ken world a place that can 
become more beautiful . 


Excerpt from ‘Becoming Human’ by Jean Vanier, the son of 
former Governor Georges Vanier, and founder of L'Arche, an 
international network of communities for people with intel- 
lectual disabilities. 


STANDING IN AN ALLEY ON A MOONLIT STAR 
shrouded night | wonder what the morning will 
bring. My life has been nothing special to this 
point. All I've accomplished is existing from one 
day to the next. Chasing one high to the next. 
Whether it be drugs, alcohol, or solvents. Is this 
all that life has to offer or is there something bet- 
ter? 


As far back as | can remember, I’ve always 
been drunk or stoned just to get through the day 
or night. Happiness or joy were just words that 
had no meaning to me. Love was something | 
read about in books or saw in movies. | lived in 
an emotionless world of my own making. 


| didn’t know it then, but there was a lot miss- 
ing in my life. | missed being a child, a teenager, 
a person. | immersed myself in alcohol and 
drugs just to exist, minute by minute. Putting up 
walls to shield me from pain, shame and guilt. 
Whoever | was was hidden behind my addiction. 
| was part of the living dead. | was a nothing, a 
non-entity. What! projected to people was just 
masks so no one would know how much | was 
hurting inside. | could never be me. Living in 
fantasy was preferable to living in reality. To me, 
alcohol and drugs were the only reality | knew. 


The first time | used | was six-years-old. At 
that time, the only thing that mattered was the 
oblivion that alcohol brought. | drank to bury the 
pain, loneliness, shame and anger that filled my 
tortured mind. 


My addiction took me to places that no one 
should be. I've done time in Provincial and 
Federal jails. |l’'ve been in Alberta Hospital in 
Edmonton. I've tried to kill myself, tried to OD on 
pills, cocaine, I've slashed up, jumped off moving 
vehicles. | failed in all my attempts at suicide. So 
what elseisthere left to do. 


_— : ‘ : 

Today |’m trying to live alcohol and drug free. 
Some days | feel that | can’t do it. | don’t know 
bow to cope with these emotions that | am being 


with them before, | don’t know how to react to 
arriaatieaan what | understand, things will get 
better arrd™will.feel comfortable with myself. | 
hope it’s soon. 


PATCHES 
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GET REAL 


Voices and faces, nothing but pieces in time 
Nothing moved, nothing goes away, 
Memories come and go without sense or rhyme 


Haunting, painful flashes torment me from yester- 
day 


Echoes of my past return time after time. 
Got to get real, abandon the games | play. 


I'll have to let go of the past sooner or later 


What's the matter with today? The Citadel 

‘ Shoctor Theatre 
Can't pack around this garbage forever, Feb. 16-17. 2001 
It'll put me under someday. 8:00 p.m. 


Way before my time they'll put me under ; 
Tickets $20.00 


For tickets & info: 
415-5211 


Got to get real, abandon the games | play. 


PATCHES 


Sponsored in part by: 


This mult Tilscipinary extravaganza 
traces the history of men, women 4 
and children enslaved and taken ~ 
from Africa to the Caribbean Islands. 
Featuring local and international 
dancers and drummers. Directed by 


= VUE Sharlene Thomas. 
SCC Biweekly 


Tough, Honest, Committed 


RAJ PANNU 
Strathcona 
662-4143 


BRIAN MASON 
Highlands 
474-9988 


The New==2 = 
Democrats ==> 


DAVID EGGEN 
Emonton Centre 


\\ 454-9175 


JA Matheson Equities, 
11914-129 Ave, Edmonton, 


> T5E ONS, Ph. 455-6688 
Ph. 496-9035 


Getty Denture Clinic 
os #102, 10025-106St. 
Edmonton, AB, T5J ON3 


—) 
yon & Ph. 422-8758 


Listen to current affairs programs on 
FM88 that give a voice to the voiceless. 


yl ME Thu 5PM to 6 PM 


| HITCH, 
| WAREHOUSE 


Subscribe to OV 
Only $25 for a year’s worth of 
enlightenment. 


Simply fill out this form and mail 
it back to us. Our address is: 


Our Voice Magazine, 10527-96St, 
Edmonton, AB. T5H 2H6. 
Ph. 428-4001 


TELEPHONE: 
E-MAIL: 


METHOD OF PAYMENT: 
i 1Cheque [ |] Maney Order 


ROBERT P CHRISTENSEN PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 


Barristers and Solicitors 
14450-124 Street 
Edmonton, AB 


Robert P. Christensen 
Russell R. Wilkinson 


Phone: 454-0387 Fax: 454-0389 


General Practise of Law 


ALBERTA FEDERATION OF LABOUR 


“JUSTICE 


Bus: (403) 944-9209 
Fax: (403) 486-4690 


A program for, by and about youth that are familiar with the youth justice system 


TH MIE: We PM to7 


’ ty) hn -* vii Your host Minister Faust brings you afrocentric news, features, interviews. § J ® 
PENS ohn Reil 


AYWIRE: t 
Edmonton's only radio program for our city's gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgendered communities. 


17220 - 107 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5S 1E5 
1-800-661-7557 


The 10,000 health care providers represented 
by the Health Association of Alberta support 
health care for people, not for-profit. 


QHEALTH SCIENCES ASSOCIATION 
OF ALBERTA 


Street. 


Wartkin n Kaan Vaiir 
Working to Keep You 


Health 


A 
in Good Hands 


10212-112 Street 
Phone (780) 488-0168 
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1M4 
Toll Free 1-800-252-7904 
Fax (780) 488-0534 
Web site: www.hsaa-alberta.org 


Vendor Name 


BRIAN DAWSON 


Born and raised in Alberta, Brian has degrees from the U of A (Political 
Science) and the U of C (Western Canadian History) Years ago, he 
worked as a taxi driver, laborer, landscaper and fundraiser for charities. In 
addition, he has worked as a Heritage Resources Consultant, freelance 
writer and Independent Historian. 


He has had one book published on the history of Chinese in 
Alberta; another on the history of the Crowsnest Pass. He is the 
author of a 400-page manuscript on the interaction between Prairie 
Metis and Catholic Missionaries. 


Choral singing, scriptwriting and Tai Chi are keen interests; as well 
as, Classic films and reading. 


Brian usually sells at the U of A LRT pedway. Also, he can be found 
at the TD banks at 82nd Ave and 109 Street or Jasper Ave and 116 


He looks forward to contributing to Our Voice on an ongoing basis 
and enjoys his involvement in the Our Voice community. 


Number 


Authorized by 


CODE 


CITIZEN OF THE MONTH 
CEC GARFIN 


> * a ao Robb is 33, born and 


ee ? raised in Edmonton. He 
at a we. ‘4 < 4" 


is a treaty native, his 
EDMONTON‘S URBAN VOICER of Pee: 


family lived in Ft. 
McKay, north of Ft. 
| Available FREE at over,1,000 ‘locations 
every Thursday, | 


McMurray Alta. He has 
gg Native Studies 

Fir Street 
BOTTLE DEPOT 


Program Degree, from 
the U of A and has 
worked as a Guidance 
Counselor and Outreach 
Worker at Britannia Junior High for the last 3 years. 


For the past 3 years, Robb, has coached boys and 
girls, in the Edmonton Recreational Hockey League. 
The teams are called White Buffalo. There are 15 
teams in the league, and on the rosters are 85 
Aboriginals. 


Robb is also a member of the Edmonton 


a Fast - clean - friendly - indoor facility Aboriginal Urban Affairs Committee. A favorite say- 
ing of his is: “a Plan without action is just a 
tag - 3 5 . ; . 

es Timothy Mastel-Marr, Owner Daydream. Action without plan is a Nightmare." 

a iD #201, 979 -Fir Street j ; 

BI MW \. Sherwood Park. AB. T8A4N5 Robb’s personal philosophy, comes from a quote 
os J Ph: (780) 449-4401 ; of Grant McEwan: "I want to make this place better, 


(- 


) bottie drives. Home pickups available 


PH: (780) 454-0884 
FAX: (780) 413-9449 
EMAIL: laveng@msn.com 


LAVIOLETTE 
ENGINEERING LTD. 


Consulting Engineers 


NIGHTHAWK 

Manufacturing Inc. 

"Your one stop cushion 
shop" 


Electronic Heat Sealing Quality Wheelchair 
Upholstery Cushions and Accessories 


a ae us 


1911-91 Avenue (780)464-2856 
10973 - 138 Street Edmonton. AB Fax (780)464-6247 


Edmonton, AB, T5M 1P3 T6P 1W2 1 800 661-6247 


ROBB CAIVIPRE 


OUR VOICE VENDOR’S 


* | will be sober at all times while working. 
* | will be polite to all members of the public. 
* | will vend only in areas that are authorized. 


when | leave, than it was when | got here.’ 


Robb is one dedicated and committed individual, 
and well-deserving of this recognition for his efforts 
to make this a better world for so many. 


Every month in Our Voice, we will be featuring 


someone who has gone the extra kilometre in their 


lives or in their careers to make a difference in the 


lives of those who are less fortunate. The Citizen of 


the Month will receive a dinner for two courtesy of 


ee | CHIVERS 
2 GRECKOL 
LAWYERS 


Advocating for workplace 
justice and human rights 


the Garneau Cafe Mosaics on Whyte Avenue. 


Magazine and Café 


©S&8alcs 


Our Voice 


Mosaics’ 


Citizen of the Month 


Suite 101 

10426-81 Ave 
Edmonton, AB 
T6E 1X5 

PH: (78Q).439-361 
FAX: [780] 439-854 


www.cgklaiw, net 
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"Joe Clark, because he’s the 
best looking of the three of 
them." 

Paula Marshall 


"Ralph Klein, because I 
could use him to help 
with my plans to take 
over the world," _ 


Rebecca a 


"Jean Chretien, because he 
would probably take me 
to a nicer place." email 


Rheanna Coulten-Sand 


"Ralph Klein, because I 
would make him change 
the no-smoking by-law. 
But first I would get him 
really drunk." 


Tammy Ference 


: Photos by Mel, interview by Angela Glasel 


